
[postmarked 9 oct 1920]

Dear Mother:

My interview with Dr. Baldwin was not particularly satisfactory. Briefly, I asked her whether she uses a disinfectant on 
the cotton first. She said she did, but it is beyond me how she does, or rather, when she puts it there. She ways that she 
makes up bottles of 25% solution of argyrol in the infirmary, because that is what she uses for other purposes there. 
Then, when she gives me the treatment, (immediately before putting the argyrol into the catheter) she dilutes the 25% to 
10%). The letter which I brought from home told her to boil the catheter every time). She said that even when 
everything is sterile and disinfected, there is no guarantee that an infection cannot get into the bladder, because there is 
no way of proving whether so-called sterile things really are sterile, and that if I were to get another infection into my 
bladder which is already infected, she would not consider it her fault or the fault of the one giving the treatment. She 
says she has seen that happen in hospitals even when every precaution has been taken, and probably Dr. Z. has seen it, 
too. She said it had never happened to anyone that she has treated as yet though. She said that that is a risk which the 
person receiving this sort of treatment risks. R. S. V. P. about all this. I have felt as good for the last four days as I did 
when I left home.

I have written to Fannie several times referring to her blood for [treatment] and [suggesting] that she [hooks] up with 
you the [Monday in which Dr Z plans upon slingskin of the etc etc From the little she has said in reply] I imagine she 
has [hesitated about talking to you and I am nervous writing direct feeling soon that you will understand that if I lay 
under supheses upon what you be already doing without any suggestion from me, it is because of my over anxiety 
concerning Fannie. Thats a way mothers have said I know you will make allowances for my nervousness about her. I 
am always so fearful of further infection and while I know that seems] 

when all precautions are used there is still a [minimum] of danger, we want to keep the possibility to the minimum [dont 
we]. Dr. Z was always [anxous that]

[Express appreciation] - happy to feel she is her charge etc. 
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